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The position of the Nizam at the commencement of the
nineteenth century was therefore very different to what
it had been on the death of Asaf Jah in 1748, which may
be summarized as follows. At the death of Asaf Jah
the Nizam's authority nominally extended over the whole
of Southern India as far as Trichinopoly and Tanjore.
Now everything was changed. The result of the war
between the French and the English had brought about
the independence of Mohamed All as the Nawab of the
Carnatic, ' and Hyder Ali was able to extend the Mysore
Kingdom from the western coast to the banks of the
Tungabudra. Towards the south and the west the
Mahrattas made considerable encroachments in the
direction of the Doab and Aurungabad. The Province
of Malwa was lost to the Mahratta Chief, Scindia, and the
greater part of Berar was in the possession of the Nagpur
Rajah, whilst Khandesh had long since been ceded to
the Mahrattas by Salabut Jung. On the east the coast
zemindars no longer owed him allegiance, and, though he
still continued to receive tribute or peshkash for these
districts, it was paid by the British, who exercised all
the rights of sovereignty which had previously been held
by the Nizam without, as far as these districts were con-
cerned, being bound to render any military assistance.
Between 1750 and 1790 the Nizam's dominions had been
enormously reduced in extent. The area over which he
exercised sovereign rights was not so large as the present
kingdom of Hyderabad, and over a great portion of this
the Mahrattas levied chouth. After the first siege of
Seringapatam in 1791 the result of the British alliance
was a considerable accession of territory, but the Kurdla
campaign showed that the Hyderabad State was un-
able to stand against the Mahrattas, and it was probably
only owing to the dissensions amongst the Mahrattas